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Section Four: Access to Information

Demographic Profile of the Greater Toronto Area (GTA), 1986 - 2006

To access the GTA Demographic Profile, in pdf format, visit the GTA Agri-
cultural Action Committee3 and the Regional Planning Commissioners of 
Ontario - GTA Caucus4 websites.

All of the data presented in the GTA Demographic Profile is at the Greater 
Toronto Area scale. To find more information about a specific geographic 
area, visit the Statistics Canada Census5 website. Specifically, the 2006 Cen-
sus Tract Profile6 online tools.  

These tools allow you to search for information by postal code, interactive 
map or census tract number to gain access to the variables included in the 
Profile along with over a hundred additional variables.  At the site, Statistics 
Canada has comprehensive user-friendly tutorial to help you navigate 
through the information. 

(3)www.gtalocalfood.ca/GTA_AACommittee.html 
(4)www.rpco.on.ca/RPCO+GTA+Caucus/default.htm 
(5)www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/index-eng.cfm 
(6)www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/prof/92-597/index.cfm?Lang=E

http://www.gtalocalfood.ca/GTA_AACommittee.html
http://www.gtalocalfood.ca/GTA_AACommittee.html
http://www.rpco.on.ca/RPCO+GTA+Caucus/default.htm
http://www.rpco.on.ca/RPCO+GTA+Caucus/default.htm
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/index-eng.cfm
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/prof/92-597/index.cfm?Lang=E
http://www12.statcan.ca/census-recensement/2006/dp-pd/prof/92-597/index.cfm?Lang=E


Age Refers to the age at last birthday (as of the census reference date, May 16, 2006).

Baby Boom Generation Persons generally born between 1947 and 1966.

Education Information generally indicating the person’s most advanced academic certificate, diploma or degree achieved.

Employment Persons who, during the week (Sunday to Saturday) prior to Census Day (May 16, 2006):  
1) did any work at all for pay or in self-employment or without pay in a family farm, business or professional practice; 
2) were absent from their job or business, with or without pay, for the entire week because of a vacation, an illness, a labour dispute at 
their place of work, or any other reasons. 

Ethnic Origin Refers to the ethnic or cultural origins of the respondent's ancestors.

Greater Toronto Area (GTA) Refers to the Regions of Durham, Halton, Peel, York and the City of Toronto.

Immigrants Refers to people who are, or have been, landed immigrants in Canada. A landed immigrant is a person who has been granted the right 
to live in Canada permanently by immigration authorities. 

Glossary of Terms

Summary
The GTA Demographic Profile depicts demographic trends in the Greater 
Toronto Area from 1986 to 2006 by using Statistics Canada data from five 
Census collection periods: 1986, 1991, 1996, 2001, and 2006. 

The GTA Demographic Profile was developed to identify emerging con-
sumer groups and provides background to additional Action Items, 
identified in the GTA Agricultural Action Plan1. The Profile also provides the 
agricultural industry with Statistics Canada Census Data to assist in iden-
tifying GTA markets and their geographic location through population, 
immigration, and economic Census data. 

In summary, the GTA Demographic Profile identifies an increase in the GTA 
population of almost 2 million people, from 1986 to 2006. The Profile illus-
trates increases in population density and speaks to an aging population 
which appears to be ‘aging in place’ and not, as often believed, migrating 
elsewhere. 

As per the Province’s Places to Grow, Growth Plan for the Greater Golden 
Horseshoe, 2006, high levels of immigration are expected, for among other 
things, to moderate the effects of an aging population. 

From 1986 to 2006, the proportion of immigrants increased in every GTA 
municipality. While English is still, by far, the most common solely spoken 
language at home, other languages, such as, Chinese, Punjabi and Tamil 
are becoming more dominant in GTA homes.

In the same time period, the ‘level’ of education of GTA residents has in-
creased by 20%. While median household incomes also increased in all GTA 
municipalities.

The GTA Demographic Profile is a compilation of Statistics Canada Census 
Data for the Greater Toronto Area, by census tract, which highlights the 
changing demographics and the diversity of the GTA as seen through 
population, immigration, and economic Census data. 

(1) GTA Agricultural Action Plan, 2005

The following defined terms are italicized within the text of this document.
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Income Refers to the total money income received from the following sources during calendar year 2005 by persons 15 years of age and over: 
- wages and salaries (total) 
- net farm income 
- net non-farm income from unincorporated business and/or professional practice 
- child benefits 
- Old Age Security pension and Guaranteed Income Supplement 
- benefits from Canada or Quebec Pension Plan 
- benefits from Employment Insurance 
- other income from government sources 
- dividends, interest on bonds, deposits and savings certificates, and other investment income 
- retirement pensions, superannuation and annuities, including those from RRSPs and RRIFs 
- other money income.

Low Income Refers to the position of an economic family, or a person 15 years of age and over not in an economic family, in relation to  
Statistics Canada's low income before tax cut-offs (LICOs). LICOs refers to income levels at which families or persons not in economic 
families spend 20% more than average of their before tax income on food, shelter and clothing.

Lower Tier Municipality Means a municipality that forms part of an upper-tier municipality for municipal purposes (Municipal Act, 2001).

Median Age The age separating the higher half of the sample population from the lower half. That is, the ages of the first half of the population are 
below the median, while those of the second half are above the median.

Median Household Income The household total income (the sum of the total incomes of all members of that household) separating the higher half of the total 
household incomes from the lower half. That is, the incomes of the first half of the households are below the median, while those of 
the second half are above the median.

Non-official Home Language Refers to the languages spoken most often at home, not including the official languages of English and French, by the individual at the 
time of the census. 

Place of Birth Refers to the country where the respondent was born.

Places to Grow The Ontario government's program to manage growth and development in Ontario in a way that supports economic prosperity, pro-
tects the environment and helps communities achieve a high quality of life.  
The foundation of the Places to Grow initiative is the Places to Grow Act, 2005.  This legislation helps the Province identify and desig-
nate growth plan areas and develop strategic growth plans for those communities, in discussion with local 
officials, stakeholders, residents, and other public groups.

Population Density Persons per square kilometre.

Recent Immigrants Immigrants who landed in Canada between January 1, 2001 and Census Day, May 16, 2006.

Solely Spoken Language Refers to the language spoken most often or on a regular basis at home by the individual at the time of the census.

Statistics Canada Census 
Data

The census provides a statistical portrait of Canada and its people. The most recent census was on May 16, 2006.

Unemployment Rate Refers to the unemployed, expressed as a percentage of the labour force, in the week (Sunday to Saturday) prior to 
Census Day (May 16, 2006). 

Upper Tier Municipality Refers to a municipality of which two or more lower-tier municipalities form part for municipal purposes (Municipal Act, 2001).

Visible Minorities Refers to the visible minority group to which the respondent belongs. The Employment Equity Act defines visible minorities as 'persons, 
other than Aboriginal peoples, who are non-Caucasian in race or non-white in colour'.




